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HELENA JANGE CHINN 


‘ Ocrone rk 8 (legislative day, Ocroser 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


-Mr> MeCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
; the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R, 1908] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1908) for the relief of Helena Jange Chinn, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the excluding provi- 
sion of existing law relating to the conviction of a crime involving 
moral turpitude in behalf of the wife of a citizen of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is of the Chinese race and is a 34-vear-old 
native and citizen of Canada. She was married to Harold Chinn in 
January 1949. Mr. Chinn resides in Portland, Oreg., and is a native 
and citizen of the United States and an honorably discharged veteran 
of World War Il. In 1949 the beneficiary of the bill was convicted 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, of the crime of theft and was ordered 
to pay a $50 fine and sentenced to 1 month in jail. The merchandise 
consisted of a pair of slacks and miscellaneous articles. Without the 
waiver provided for in the bill the beneficiary of the bill would be 
unable to join her citizen husband in the United States. 

A letter dated June 13, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy Attor- 
ney General with reference to H. R. 6746, which was a bill introduced 
in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same alien reads as 
follows: 
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June 13, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CnarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice with respect to the bill (H. R. 6746) for the relief of 
Helena Jange Chinn, an alien. 

The bill would provide that the provisions of section 3 of the Immigration Act 
of 1917, as amended, which excludes from admission into the United States 
persons who have been convicted of or admit having committed a felony or other 
crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, shall not hereafter apply to 
Helena Jange Chinn (nee Helena Toy Jange), the wife of Harold Chinn, an 
American citizen. It would further provide that if she is found otherwise admis- 
sible under the immigration laws, an immigration visa may be issued and admission 
granted to her upon application hereafter filed. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service disclose that the alien 
is a native and citizen of Canada, having been born in Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, on November 21, 1917, and that she is of the Chinese race. On January 5, 
1950, she applied for admission to the United States at the Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, and 
was held for a board of special inquiry which, after a hearing conducted on the 
same date, excluded her as an immigrant alien not in possession of an unexpired 
immigration visa, and as one who admits the commission of, and has been con- 
victed of, a crime involving moral turpitude, namely, theft. On March 30, 1950, 
the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization affirmed the excluding 
decision of the board of special inquiry. 

The alien has testified that her true name is Helena Toy Chinn and that her 
Chinese name is Helena Toy Lee, although the name appearing on her birth 
certificate is Alice Sue Lee. Her English name and the one used by her in the 
English school is Helena Toy. She was first married on January 11, 1938, in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, to Harry Jang, who died in October 1942, and there 
were no children of this marriage. She stated that she married Harold Chinn at 
Stevenson, Wash., on January 11, 1949, and that her second husband had been 
previously married, his earlier marriage having terminated in divorce in 1948. Her 
present husband’s child by his previous marriage lives with him and is partially 
supported by him. She has stated that Harold Chinn is a citizen of the United 
States, was born in Portland, Oreg., and is now employed as a postal clerk. She 
testified that she had been refused an immigration visa at the American consulate 
because she had been convicted of theft. Further she testified that she had been 
arrested but once and that such arrest occurred in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
in January 1949, when she was charged with theft. She stated that she took some 
slacks and other miscellaneous items from a Vancouver department store and 
that the value of the entire merchandise taken by her amounted to less than $25. 
Her attention was called to the fact that the record of her conviction indicated 
that the stolen merchandise was valued at over $25 and she then stated that such 
merchandise was worth $25. She further stated that she had pleaded guilty 
to the charge of theft and paid a fine of $50 but had not served time and that the 
incident in question was her first offense. At the time of the commission of the 
offense she claimed to have had $200 with her. 

The record of the board of special inquiry contains a certified copy of the 
conviction of the alien on February 22, 1949, under the name of Helen Jack, in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, on the charge of stealing merchandise of a total 
value of $25, the property of T. Eaton Co., Ltd., and that she pleaded guilty to 
such charge and was ordered to pay a fine of $50 and was sentenced to jail for 
the term of 1 month. 

The alien had been married to Harold Chinn for about a month at the time of 
her arrest in February 1949, and, when questioned as to why she was convicted 
under the name of Helen Jack, said that she had given her legal name of Helan 
Jang when arrested and did not discover its erroneous entry until examining the 
receipt for payment of the fine, and had understood that the error would be 
corrected. When interviewed in February 1950, she was not employed but ex- 
pected to begin work in early March of 1950 at a coffee shop in Vancouver. She 
admitted that from the time of her marriage in January 1949, her husband had 
sent her various sums of money, but that she had been living on her own funds. 
She had formerly owned and operated a cleaning business in Vancouver, selling 
the same in 1948, and has stated that her total assets amounted to approximately 
$3,000, plus $750 in Canadian Government bonds. She has no children of her 
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own but has adopted a 10-year-old girl. Recent efforts of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to contact the alien by mail were unavailing and it was 
learned that, although she was absent for weeks at a time from her living quarters, 
her rent was regularly paid. 

As the wife of an American citizen, and upon petition by him, the alien appar- 
ently would be eligible for issuance of a nonquota immigration visa under section 
4 (a) of the Immigration Act of 1924 except for her conviction of the crime of 
theft, by reason of which she is mandatorily excludable from the Uuited States 
under section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, as one who has been convicted 
of or admits the commission of a felony or other crime or misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude. The record fails to present any facts which would justify 
enactment. of special legislation granting her an exemption from the provisions of 
section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917. Her conviction for the crime of theft 
is a comparatively recent one and her exclusion from the United States by the 
board of special inquiry on January 5, 1950, occurred within less than 1 year 
after her conviction. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorned General. 


Congressman Homer D. Angell, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following information in support of the bill: 

Fesruary 5, 1950. 
Hon. Homer D. ANGELL, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: In your letter of January 25 you stated to my husband, Harold 
Chinn, you wish an affidavit giving reasons for my wrongdoings. 

I feel that if I could write to you personally and give just reasons for my actions 
you will understand the entire case thoroughly. 

As a rule I have always been quite an honest person. Never taking anything 
that did not belong to me. Doing no harm or malicious slander to any of my 
friends. Giving my time and service whenever it was asked. I have always 
tried to do unto others, what I would want others to do unto me. I realized I am 
all not perfect, but I have always tried to do right. 

After my first husband died some years ago, I kept pretty well to myself. 
My only consolation and companion was my daughter. She was suffering from 
asthma and was so badly inflicted with the ailment that she was required to 
enter a hospital and upon discharge was admitted to a children’s preventorium 
hospital for observance, Fortunately now she is outgrowing her ailment. 

I was worried sick over her health and was depressed. It was then that I 

committed my first and only offense. I stole a pair of ladies slacks. When 
apprehended and faced with the cold light of truth, it did not seem like I had 
done it. Instead it seemed like a bad dream and I was looking in from the side. 
Yet no matter how sorry one is for their wrongdoing it is held against them. I 
would do anything to rectify my mistake. 
* All I ask is a chance to prove I can be a good American citizen. You are my 
only hope, sir, don’t let them take away my chance at happiness. Help me and 
I shall forever be grateful to you. 

‘Thank you kindly for taking such a warm interest in this case. I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Mrs. Hevena T. CuHInn, 





THe STanDARD Lire AssuRANCE Co., 
Vancouver, B. C., February 2, 1950. 
Re Mrs. Helena T. Jang. 
Hon, Homer E. ANGELL, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Stir: I wish to state that I have been acquainted with the above Mrs. 
Jang, and her family for the past 8 to 10 years. During this time it has been my 
pleasure to find her a very honest person and one who meets promptly all com- 
mitments. This lady comes from &@ very good Chinese family and in my opinion 
is of unquestionable character. 

Respectfully yours, 


Ep. G. CocKRILu. 
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JaANuARY 24, 1950. 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Mrs. Helene Jange (now Mrs. Chinn) has been in my office twice in 1947. 
She was referred to me by Dr. O. Sadler. 
Mrs. Jange showed at this time a mild reactive depression. 
Dr. Expa LinDENFELD, Psychiatrist. 


CANADIAN Soya Inpustriges, L1p., 
Vancouver, B. C., January 25, 1950. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


This is to certify that I have personally known Helena Jang for a period of 14 
years. In her social work she has always given generously of her time and 
efforts. In her business life, whether as employee or employer, she has proven 
honest, industrious, steadfast and loyal. I do not hesitate to recommend her 
for your consideration, 

J. Wona, General Manager. 


In addition, Congressman Angell has submitted to the chairman of 
the Senate Committee on the Judiciary the following letter in support 
of the bill: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., February 21, 1951. 
R: H. R. 1908, for the relief of Helena Jange Chinn 
Hon. Par McCarran, 


Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee, 
l’nited States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. CuarrMan: I am taking the liberty of calling to your attention my 
bill, H. R. 1908, for the relief of Helena Jange Chinn which passed the House in 
the Kighty-first Congress and was passed this week again in the House and is now 
before your committee. Senator Morse has also introduced a companion bill in 
the Senate, 8S. 566. 

[I am personally acquainted with Mr. Harold Chinn, the husband of Helena 
Jange Chinn and he is a high type young American citizen of Chinese descent, 
living in Portland, Oreg., in my congressional district. I understand Mr. Chinn 
is financially responsible, has a good position with the Government in the Post 
Office Department and his standing in the community is of the best. He bears 
an excellent reputation both as regards his work and his conduct and deportment. 
He takes an active interest in community affairs and is the type of young citizen 
that is doing good work for our country. 

While I am not personally acquainted with Mrs. Chinn, I have reason to 
believe from correspondence and from personal conversation with persons who 
know her that she, too, is a person of good moral character and good standing 
in the community where she resides. She is active in church work and has taken 
an active interest in organizations and movements for the betterment of her 
people ineher home community and has borne a good reputation for honesty and 
good conduct with the one exception of the taking of a pair of slacks from a 
hich she readily admitted and paid the penalty therefor, 

all that [ understand this was merely an individual, impulsive act and one 
she had never committed before or since. In fact she feels deeply the humili- 
‘her error and from the information given me has attempted in every way 

le to atone for it and she has led an exemplary life since. It is my information 
neither Mrs. Chinn, nor her husband, Harold Chinn, who lives in my con- 

‘ssional district, are associated with any groups or types of people where such 
conduct is tolerated or permitted. In my judgment Mrs. Chinn comes clearly 
within the position we have taken in the Congress to admit persons who have 
been guilty of a single crime of this nature. 

I hope that your committee will agree with us in the House that the bill should 
be reported favorably. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


irtment store, Ww 


Homer D. ANGELL, M. C. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 1908) should be enacted. 


O 





